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September 14, 2021 

 

2021 Election Finance Rules Q & A – Issue 3 
 

Dear candidates and official agents: 
 
With the Federal Election called for September 20, 2021, we have been fielding several interesting questions 
regarding the finance rules pertaining to the campaign. The 2021 Political Financing Handbook introduced 
many changes to the election rules and many existing sections were replaced. We conducted a webinar for 
Official Agents on August 22, 2021 and have posted it on our website – www.impactcpas.ca.  This periodical 
newsletter is produced to share our response to questions from the webinar and any other finance related 
questions during the election period.   

 
Q1: Can a candidate donate $1,650 to their own 
EDA and $5,000 to their own campaign? 
 
A: A candidate is permitted to give a total of $5,000 
in contributions, loans and loan guarantees to their 
campaign. A candidate is also permitted to give an 
additional $1,650 in total per year in contributions, 
loans and loan guarantees to other candidates, 
registered associations and nomination contestants 
of each party. This includes contributions to the 
registered association in the candidate’s electoral 
district and contributions to the candidate’s own 
nomination campaign. 
 
Q2: Do we have to keep the envelopes for 
contributions made by mail? We have not up 
until now for all mail in donations. And have 
used the cheque date, is this ok? 
 
A: Keeping envelops is just to be safe if there is 
a question of when the contribution was made. 
Usually during the campaign, it is not an issue 
but before the candidate is nominated or after 
election date, the date may be an issue. 
 
 
 

The date of the postmark on the envelope should be 
used as the date of contribution. If the postmark is 
not legible, the contribution is made on the date the 
official agent receives the mail. The campaign 
should keep the stamped envelope as part of its 
records.  

 
Q3: If a donation is made to the candidate's 
website and an email receipt is sent is this 
considered a tax receipt or do we still have to 
issue the receipt? 
 
A: A tax receipt will still have to be issued as the 
email receipt is not considered an official tax 
receipt. We suggest you use the EFR program as 
it will produce such receipts. 
 
Alternatively, paper tax receipts are available 
from Elections Canada. It is important to keep in 
mind that if the official agent requests paper tax 
receipts, these must all be returned (copies of 
used pages, plus unused and cancelled receipts) 
to Elections Canada no later than one month after 
election day.  
 
 

 


