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Dear candidates and official agents: 
 
With the Federal Election call for October 21, 2019, we have been fielding several interesting questions 
regarding the finance rules pertaining to the campaign. The 2019 Canada Elections Act introduced many 
changes to the election rules and many existing sections were replaced. This periodical newsletter is 
produced to share our response to these questions with you. If you have any questions related to the 
financial aspects of the election, please contact us. 
 

Q1: What happens if campaign materials is 

missing the “Authorized by Official Agent” 

line? 

 
A: The Canada Elections Act requires that 
any advertising materials (brochures, signs, 
flyers, newspaper ads, radio and TV ads, etc) 
includes the wording “Authorized by the 
Official Agent for  (candidate’s name)”  
Without such an authorization, the 
advertising is no longer considered an 
election expense and not eligible for the 60% 
reimbursement.  Worse, you provided 
opposing candidates with ammunition to say 
if your candidate cannot following simple 
election rules, he/she would not make a good 
MP. 
 

Q2: We printed some flyers without the 

“Authorized by…”.  What can we do? 

 
A: The simple solution is to get a rubber 
stamp or print labels to include that line on all 
materials before it gets distributed. 
 

Q3 What supporting documents do I need 

for contributions? 

A: You will be required to obtain 
contributors names and addresses to issue tax 
receipts.  Copies of contributor’s cheques 
should be made before they are deposited.  
Tax receipts has to be issued to the 
contributor and not to the spouse or other 
family members unless you have 
documentation that determine the real 
contributor.  You should obtain these 
documents as contributions are received as it 
will be much harder to obtain afterwards. 
 

Q4 What supporting documents do I need 

for expenses? 

 
A: Invoices are required for any election 
expenses over $50. The invoices should 
include they payees name, address, a 
description of the work done and when 
performed.  This includes payments to 
“volunteers” or other workers.  Invoices 
would not be required for workers who are on 
payroll.  For these workers, you would need 
to do payroll remittances and issue T4s which 
becomes the supporting documents.  You 
should obtain these documents as prior to 
making payments as it will be much harder to 
obtain afterwards. 


