
 

The content of this newsletter is prepared by IMPACT CPA LLP for information only and is not intended to 

provide professional advice as specific situations may differ. Please email your queries to 

service@impactcpas.ca and we will reply within 1 business day.  If it is a common query, we will include it in 

a future edition of this newsletter. 

September 20, 2021 

 

2021 Election Finance Rules Q & A – Issue 4 
 

Dear candidates and official agents: 

 

With the Federal Election called for September 20, 2021, we have been fielding several interesting questions 

regarding the finance rules pertaining to the campaign. The 2021 Political Financing Handbook introduced 

many changes to the election rules and many existing sections were replaced. We conducted a webinar for 

Official Agents on August 22, 2021 and have posted it on our website – www.impactcpas.ca.  This periodical 

newsletter is produced to share our response to questions from the webinar and any other finance related 

questions during the election period.   

 

Q1: If a donor makes an online contribution 

through the EDA website during the writ, which 

will then be transferred from the EDA to the 

campaign, is it considered a contribution to the 

EDA or to the Campaign? 

 

A: The candidate’s campaign might use the 

registered association’s website to process online 

contributions, since associations often already 

have the necessary resources in place. 

 

If a contribution is processed through the 

registered association’s website to the 

association’s bank account, the contribution is 

made to the registered association. The association 

issues the receipt and transfers the contribution 

amount to the candidate’s campaign.  

 

Keep in mind that the registered association’s 

website is an election expense of the candidate if it 

is used for the campaign during the election period. 

 

Q2: Can a candidate’s immediate family 

provide services for the campaign for a fee? 

  

A: There will be no conflict of interest for a 

candidate’s family member to provide services to  

a campaign. The documentation required is the 

same as for any other campaign worker in that a 

written contract or invoice be provided, which 

includes the job description, amounts, and date or 

period of the service provided. 

 

Q3: How do you report the fees deducted from 

online contributions? (i.e. Paypal, Credit Card) 

 

A: When contributions are received online 

and a processing fee has been automatically 

deducted, the full amount of the contribution 

must be reported. This means that the tax 

receipt issued to the contributor should be for 

the full amount of their contribution. The 

processing fees deducted should be reported 

as other electoral campaign expense. 

 

Q4: When must unpaid claims and loans be 

repaid? 

 

A: Any unpaid claims and loans should be 

paid within 36 months after the election date. 

If those requirements cannot be met, the 

Official Agent must seek authorization from 

Elections Canada or a judge before paying 

the amount. 

 


